
GLAVSEVMORPUT'
BACK TO THE COLD WAR ?

Weekly transmission 13-2018 presents:

Glavsevmorput’ or the Discrete Charm of Soviet Acronyms II-III
Levanevsky, Gromov, Yumashev, Soloviev: Stalin’s Falcons IV-VI
e Tupolev ANT-25, a Soviet long-range experimental aircra VII-VIII
Weekly Drawing by éophile Bouchet: “Competing with Lindberg” IX
irteen vintage photographs from Levanevsky's library 1-12
ree vintage photography shows to come 13

Previous transmissions can be found at:  www.plantureux.fr
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The e-bulletins present articles as well as selections of  books, albums, photographs
and documents as they have been handed down to the actual owners 

by their creators and by amateurs from past generations.

The vintage prints, the ink wash and the drawing are available, price list on demand.

N°13-2018. BACK TO THE COLD WAR

Glavsevmorput’ or the Discrete Charm of Soviet Acronyms

“Glavnoe upravlenie Severnogo morskogo puti”, also known as Glavsevmorput or
ГУСМП, was a Soviet government organization in charge of  the maritime Northern Sea
Route, established in January 1932. 

“The organization employed 35,000 men scattered all over Arctic, overall management was assigned to
the Arctic explorer Otto Schmidt, who had previously managed the Arctic Institute. Glavsevmorput had
its own Polar Air service Aviaarktika, headed by Mark Shevelev.

Glavsevmorput aimed to contribute to the development of  northern coastal Siberia; the office was empowered
to establish seaports, conduct extensive research, and trade with the United States and Japan as was
necessary to its principal function. 
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The organization's quick unchecked expansion, especially in its Moscow offices, was initially masked by
the successes of  the 1934-1936 seasons. However, the season of  1937, through a combination of
unrealistic plans, bad weather and bad luck, proved a disaster. Twenty-five of  64 ships dispatched on the
route (many of  them not fit for Arctic conditions) were trapped with crews and cargoes in the Arctic winter;
one, Rabochiy, sank. The débâcle, which coincided with the Great Purge of  1936-1938, led to a string
of  arrests; at least 673 Glavsevmorput personnel were arrested in a domino-effect NKVD operation. 

The oversized organization was streamlined and stripped of  auxiliary functions that were delegated to
Dalstroy (land facilities) and to the State trading company Gostorg (ru) (foreign trade). Glavsevmorput
was to concentrate exclusively on maintaining the Northern Sea Route, specifically running its coastal
shipping line.

Otto Schmidt, once an extremely highly publicized personality, was spared but demoted to scientific duties;
overall management of  the organization was assigned[by whom?] to Ivan Papanin, a famous polar
explorer. Papanin's first season, 1939, was a relatively safe and successful one; the Northern Sea Route
had become a functioning regular line, rather than a dangerous experiment.” (wikipedia)
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Stalin’s Falcons

“Joseph Stalin came to power in Russia in 1929. By 1933 his campaign to bolster patriotic morale and
to cover up his determined effort to eliminate any dissent was in full swing. Posters, parades, broadcasts
and newsreels all focused on the accomplishments of  the Stalin socialist state. Perhaps his favorite theme
centered on the rapidly evolving aviation sector and the people engaged in new and exciting developments.
To this end he flung Russian airplane designers and pilots into the competition to capture flight records.
And by 1938 Russia had claimed some 68 records for distance, altitude, and various "firsts." 

One of  the more spectacular ones was a 6300-mile polar flight of  N025 from Moscow to San Jacinto,
California, in early 1937, the precedent to likely ordering that a larger aircraft with crew and cargo
replicate that feat. 

And onto this stage were his favorite pilots who braved the new aerial world and challenged endurance,
environment and the unknown. His explorers of  the sky. These men and women, dubbed ‘Stalin’s Falcons’
by the state-controlled media in the USSR, performed heroic feats in the name of  the Soviet motherland
and received the grateful plaudits of  Stalin and the Central Committee. Indeed, Stalin and his colleagues
supervised the efforts of  the Soviet Union’s aviators so closely that these ‘Falcons’ themselves became a
part of  the Cult of  Stalin. 

Sigizmund Levanevsky was one of  his favorites and for that matter so were much of  his crew. Levanevsky
in particular exhibited that flair and élan, and perhaps the ego that ultimately ended in tragedy. 

It was under this political hype and propaganda that Levanevsky and his select crew prepared what was
an experimental prototype bomber hastily refitted for long distance flight and climbed aboard while a
cheering crowd waved them off  into history.”  (www.historicaircraftsearch.com)
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Sigizmund Levanevsky (Сигизмунд Александрович Леваневский, 1902-1937)
Soviet aircraft pilot of  Polish origin and a Hero of  the Soviet Union (1934).

Vintage silver print, 145x105 mm, caption verso in Russian. 
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“Sigizmund Levanevsky was born to a Polish family in St. Petersburg. His brother Józef  Lewoniewski
(1899-1933) was a Polish military and sports pilot. Sigizmund took part in the October Revolution on
the Bolshevik side, later took part in the civil war in Russia, serving in the Red Army since 1918. In
1925 he graduated from the Sevastopol Naval Aviation School and became a military pilot. In 1930 he
was withdrawn to reserve.

Since 1933 he had been a pilot with the Glavsevmorput' (Main Northern Maritime Route's
Administration) and had accomplished several long distance flights. On July 20, 1933 he brought from
Anadyr to Nome the American pilot James Mattern, who had been forced to land near Anadyr during his
attempt of  a flight around the world and then been eventually rescued by the local Eskimos. In April
1934 Levanevsky piloted from an improvised airfield on the Arctic ice of  the Chukchi Sea, taking part in
the successful aerial rescue operation saving people from the sunken steamship Cheliuskin. Though he
didn't actually reach the ice camp because of  his crash near Vankarem, he later he transported a surgeon
to help one of  the Cheliskinites. He was awarded the title of  the Hero of  the Soviet Union for this deed.

In August 1935, Levanevsky completed his first North Pole flight, a journey from Moscow to San
Francisco. A contemporary of  Charles Lindbergh, Levanevsky was celebrated as a hero of  the new age of
aviation. In early 1936 he flew back from Los Angeles, United States to Moscow, USSR covering 19,000
kilometers (over 11,800 miles) on his way.

On August 12, 1937 a type Bolkhovitinov DB-A (no. N-209, a Dalniy Bombardirovshik-Academy,
i.e. Long-range Bomber) aircraft with 6-men crew under captaincy of  Levanevsky started its long distance
flight from Moscow to the United States via the North Pole. The radio communications with the crew
broke off  the next day, on the 13th of  August, at 17:58 Moscow time when the aircraft encountered
adverse weather conditions. The Soviet Government financed two aerial searches for the missing aircraft
using purchased US aircraft under the command of  Canadian bush and Antarctic pilot Herbert Hollick-
Kenyon in 1937 and 1938. ”  (wikipedia)
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The Tupolev ANT-25 was a Soviet long-range experimental aircraft

which was also tried as a bomber. First constructed in 1933, it was used by the Soviet Union for a
number of  record-breaking flights. 

The ANT-25 was designed as the result of  a recommendation by Kliment Voroshilov to the Revolutionary
Military Council Revvoyensovyet on 7 December 1931, to build an aircraft for long-range flights.

The aircraft was designed by the brigade of  the Experimental Aircraft Design Department of  TsAGI led
by Pavel Sukhoi under the overall supervision of  Andrei Tupolev. The first prototype, designated
Experimental Airplane RD-1, (also designated TsAGI-25, ANT-25), RD standing for Rekord Dalnosty,
i.e. "Range Record") made its maiden flight on 22 June 1933, piloted by Mikhail Gromov, using a
direct-drive M-34 engine.

The first crew, Gromov, Filin and Spirin, began with a long-range test flight in September 1934 on the
second prototype, the RD-2. The RD-2 used a geared M-34R engine, which substantially increased its
range. They spent 75 hours in the air, covering 12,411 kilometres (7,712 mi) in a single trip, (Moscow–
Ryazan–Tula–Dnepropetrovsk–Kharkov). The aircraft was unable to return to Moscow due to a fuel
shortage. Gromov was made a Hero of  the Soviet Union. The flight was not recognised as a world record
as it could not complete the circuit to Moscow, and so could not claim the closed-circuit record, while the
direct distance between Moscow and Kharkov was too short for the distance in a straight-line record...

In July 1936, the record was broken by Chkalov, Georgy Baydukov and Belyakov flying the same aircraft
from Moscow to the Far East (Stalin's Route) in 56 hours 20 minutes, a distance of  9,374 kilometres
(5,825 mi). They passed Franz Josef  Land–Severnaya Zemlya–Tiksi–Yakutia–Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky–Khabarovsk–Okhotsk Sea and landed on a beach at Udd Island (now called Chkalov
Island), near the Amur River.
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The next day, the Pravda newspaper published a leading article "Glory to Stalin's Falcons!" («Слава
сталинским соколам!»)] A wooden runway was constructed on Udd island, and on 2 August the ANT-
25 departed for Moscow. The trip back lasted a week, with stops at Khabarovsk, Chita, Krasnoyarsk
and Omsk, with a grand welcome at each. Chkalov's trio each became a Heroes of  the Soviet Union.
Two islands nearby were renamed after Baydukov and Belyakov.

Chkalov's achievement became world-famous; however, the Politburo still wanted the publicity of  a direct
flight. Gromov was ordered to fly to Brazil on 14 August 1936 in a second ANT-25, but as he prepared
for the start on 25 September, Brazilian officials denied access to the Soviet plane, and the flight was
cancelled.

Another widely publicized feat was the Moscow–San Jacinto non-stop flight in a backup aircraft just
three weeks after Chkalov's. This journey, via the North Pole, covered 11,500 kilometres (7,100 mi) and
ended in a dairy pasture outside of  San Jacinto, California, after they had encountered fog conditions in
San Diego and as far inland as March Air Force base in Riverside. The landing site is marked by
California State Historical Landmark Number 989. The crew, still composed of  Gromov, Yumashev,
and Danilin, flew for 62 hours and 17 minutes between 12 and 14 July 1937. After landing, the aircraft
still had sufficient fuel for approximately 1,500 kilometres (930 mi), enough to reach Panama. This
would have involved crossing the Mexican border without the permission of  FAI sporting officials.

The main reason for the aircraft's success was due to the wing design. The wide-span wings gave the
aircraft good range and fuel-efficiency, and they could also house large fuel tanks. The proportion of  the
wingspan to the chord was more than a factor of  13. Fuel was 52% of  the takeoff  weight, the tanks
had been moved from the fuselage – this allowed the wings to tension as fuel weight opposed the
aerodynamics forces.

Only two aircraft were manufactured, which were followed by the Tupolev DB-1.” (Wikipedia)
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Circle of Sigizmund Levanevsky. Bolkhovitinov-A bomber, H-209, Moscow, 1937
Vintage silver prints, 180x305 mm and 180x245 mm, caption verso in Russian “Levanovsky’s machine”. 
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Red Army Magazine. Bolkhovitinov-A bomber, tail number H-209, Moscow, 1937
Watercolor, 160x610 mm. 



Weekly Transmission 13 3 Thursday 29  March 2018            .

Soyouz-Foto. Sigizmund Levanevsky, Moscow, 1935
Vintage silver print, 180x120 mm, captioned verso, pencil.
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Soyouz-Foto. Mikhael Gromov, Moscow, 1935
Vintage silver print, 210x140 mm, white and blue watercor, caption verso, ink. 
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Fotokronika Tass. Photocollage, Moscow, 1935
Two assembled vintage silver prints, 112x275 mm, Tass agency stamp verso. 
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Pilot Soloviev,
Moscow, 1935
Vintage silver print,

245x300 mm, captioned
verso, pencil. 

Pilot Yumashev,
Moscow, 1935
Vintage silver print,

180x240 mm, captioned
verso, pencil. 
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Circle of Sigizmund Levanevsky. Photo-reporters on the airfield, Moscow, 1935
Vintage silver prints, 170x250 and 165x250 mm. 
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Circle of Sigizmund Levanevsky. Hero of  the Soviet Union, Moscow, 1935
Vintage silver print, 230x150 mm. 
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Circle of Sigizmund Levanevsky. Celebrating Stalin’s Falcons, Moscow, 1935
Vintage silver print, 235x180 mm, from Levanevsky collection. 
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Soyouz-Foto. Sigizmund Levanevsky and N025 by night, Moscow, August 1935
Vintage silver prints, 165x225 mm and 140x390 mm (panorama), printed caption verso. 
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Circle of Sigizmund Levanevsky. Pilotes of  the H-209’s last pose, Moscow, 1937
Vintage silver print, 205x290 mm. 
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Circle of Sigizmund Levanevsky. H-209 and its pilotes ready to leave, Moscow, 1937
Vintage silver print, 210x295 mm, small crease lower right angle.



SAVE THE DATE OF
TWO SHOWS IN NYC
AND ONE IN PARIS

Photographic Show at Hotel Watson 
next Friday April 6

NYC Vintage Photo Fair  opens for early birds on Friday at 8:00am

Sheraton New York Times Square Hotel 
on Saturday April 7 and Sunday April 8

New York Photography Fair for collectors, curators, galleries and dealers 

Paris Table Fair at Pavillon Wagram on Saturday April 14 

Pavillon Wagram (Former hot gambling Cercle Wagram), 47 avenue Wagram, Paris



Serge Plantureux
Expertises et investigations

80 rue Taitbout F-75009 Paris 

Number 13th of the Weekly Transmission has been 
uploaded on Thursday 29th March 2018 at 15:15 (Paris time)

Forthcoming upload and transmission on  Thursday 5th April 2018, 15:15

expertises@plantureux.fr   


