
n°
7,

 d
et

ai
l

WEEKLY TRANSMISSION N°38                    THURSDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2016
RAFAEL SOSA:                                            MEXICO, 1920, THE DECISIVE YEAR

contents : MEXICO 1920

Porfirio Diaz, or The Best Friend of the Rockefellers, Hearsts and Guggenheims III

Exiled Mexicans’ Villas in Biarritz IV

1920 Elections or Venustiano Carranza’s Splendors and Miseries V

10 Rafael Sosa vintage silver prints 1-10



The e-bulletin presents articles as well as selections of books, albums, photographs
and documents as they have been handed down to the actual owners 

by their creators and by amateurs from past generations.

The physical descriptions, attributions, origins, and printing dates
of the books and photographs have been carefully ascertained by collations 

and through close analysis of comparable works. 

When items are for sale, the prices are in Euros, and Paypal is accepted.

N°38 : RAFAEL SOSA, MEXICO 1920

n°
9,

 Jd
et

ai
l



Weekly Transmission 38 III Thursday 22nd September 2016            .

Porfirio Diaz, or The Best Friend of the Rockefellers, Hearsts and Guggenheims

Díaz is a controversial figure in Mexican history, with the status of villain among the
revolutionaries who overthrew him, and something of a hero of capitalism in the business
community. The Porfiriato was marked by corruption and bloodshed of unprecedented scale
in Mexican history. Economic growth mainly benefited Díaz' close allies such as small political
groups, family and accomplices government posts such as heads of army units, Mexican states
as well as foreigners such as the Rockefellers, Hearsts and Guggenheims of the time. Díaz in
turn would require a percentage of their tax earnings, amassing a large personal fortune. His
preference for heavy investment in mining and railways from American and British business
follow the same purpose of corruption. However, Díaz's regime grew unpopular due to civil
repression and political stagnation. 

His economic policies furthermore helped a few wealthy estate owning hacendados acquire
huge areas of land, leaving rural campesinos unable to make a living; thus creating the most
repressive and longest institutionalized regime ever to plague Latin America with subsistence
wages for the Mexican peasantry. 

Most mexicans indian natives were literally dying of overwork perhaps in worse conditions to
the black slaves in the United States. The main result was the institutionalized slavery system
and corruption that marked the country for decades. This directly precipitated the Mexican
Revolution, in which Díaz fell from power after he imprisoned his electoral rival and declared
himself the winner of an eighth term in office. 

On 17 February 1908, in an interview with the U.S. journalist James Creelman of Pearson's
Magazine, Díaz stated that Mexico was ready for democracy and elections and that he would
retire and allow other candidates to compete for the presidency. Without hesitation, several
opposition and pro-government groups united to find suitable candidates who would
represent them in the upcoming presidential elections. 

In 1909, Díaz and William Taft, the then president of the United States, planned a summit in
El Paso, Texas, and Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, a historic first meeting between a U.S. president
and a Mexican president. Díaz requested the meeting to show U.S. support for his planned
eighth run as president, and Taft agreed to support Díaz in order to protect the several billion
dollars of American capital then invested in Mexico...

As groups began to settle on their presidential candidate, Díaz decided that he was not going
to retire but rather allow Francisco Madero, an aristocratic but democratically leaning reformer,
to run against him. 
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Ultimately, however, Díaz did not approve of Madero and had him jailed during the election
in 1910. Despite this, the election went ahead. Madero had gathered much popular support,
but when the government announced the official results, Díaz was proclaimed to have been
re-elected almost unanimously, with Madero gathering only a minuscule number of votes. 
This case of massive electoral fraud aroused widespread anger throughout the Mexican
citizenry. Madero called for revolt against Díaz, and the Mexican Revolution began. 

Mexicans in Exile, Villas in Biarritz

Díaz was forced from office and fled the country for Spain on May 31, 1911. 

Next years wher a pleasant exile in Pays Basque, he spent the summer days fishing in St Jean
de Luz and Biarritz where his family could have dinners with another Mexican exiled family :
the Casasús and the Escandons. The Diaz where in villa Espoir, the Casasús in villa Turquoise,
the Escandons in villa Albatros, the Landa in villa Etcheferdia... 

The WWI stroke i summer 1914, and news fom Mexico confirmed wost of their palaces and
huge properties had been confiscated by Carrancistas generals, Joaquin Casasús made an
attempt to come back but he was convinced when in Cuba to divert to New york and avoid
Mexico until the end of the Revolution.

On 2 July 1915, Díaz died in exile in Paris. He is buried there in the Cimetière du
Montparnasse. Some supporters try to get his rest back to Mexico.

In 1916, Joaquin Casasús died in New York and his widow Catalina (1860-1933) succeeded
to have his body back to Mexico by 19 September 1920, a couple of months after the death
of Carranza.

The illustrated Revista de Revistas send photo-reporter Rafael Sosa to catch the moment of
what could be a decisive moment of the last year of the Revolution.
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The 1920 Elections

Since Porfirio Díaz's continuous re-election had been one of the major factors in his ouster,
Carranza prudently decided against running for re-election in 1920. 

His natural successor was Álvaro Obregón, the heroic Carrancista general. Alas ! Carranza
endorsed Ignacio Bonillas, an obscure diplomat who had represented Mexico in Washington,
for the presidency.

Obregón and allied generals repudiated Carranza's government and renewed the Revolution
on their own. On 8 April 1920, a campaign aide to Obregón attempted to assassinate
Carranza. After the failure, Obregón brought his army to Mexico City and drove Carranza out.

Carranza prepared a great departure from Mexico City with the idea of setting up his
government in Veracruz, as he had done in 1914 following the Aguascalientes Convention. In
spite of difficulties caused by the fact that most railroad employees favored Obregon, a
collection of trains, including the presidential Tren Dorado (Gold Train), pulled out of the
capital city on May 7, 1920. The various trains in the retinue, said to have come to eight miles
in length, contained not only Carranza and thousands of government associates but also
innumerable friends and friends of friends and their families. 

Eight or ten thousand persons, half of them women, started out on this exodus, which was
not entirely well organized. The trains contained family possessions, government files, fighting
equipment, and the Mexican treasury funds amounting to 11 million gold pesos. They
contained the dies of the government mint. But they did not contain anywhere near enough
water either for the people or the engines. Medical provisions were few.

This departure took place none too soon, coinciding with the entry of Pablo Gonzalez and
Jacinto B. Trevino into Mexico City. Rebel General Jeśus M. Guajardo, who had recently
arranged the death of Emiliano Zapata, was able to overtake the last part of the group of
fleeing trains and, with a locomotive, he managed to derail or otherwise impede about half of
the railroad cars. In this process hundreds were killed, and many were injured and taken
prisoner. Much fighting equipment was taken.

The trains that escaped Guajardo were soon joined by Carrancista Generals Francisco
Murguia, Heliodoro Peŕez, and Pilar R. Sanchez and their men. A loyal cavalry squadron of
youths from the Government Military School successfully fought off some of the rebels and
was able to join the retinue shortly after the exodus began. 
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The catastrophe took place at Aljibes, Puebla. There the presidential trains ran into torn-up
track. Besides, the locomotives were out of water and, seemingly, could get none. Rebels from
Oaxaca, under General Luis T. Mireles, and from the Valley of Mexico, under General Jacinto
B. Trevino, closed in. What contributed mightily to the catastrophe, and was another bitter
pill for Don Venustiano, was the action taken by the troops from Veracruz, who under General
Guadalupe Sanchez, were also closing in against the faithful. 

On May 14 a second attack by the rebels caused the rout of the 4000 who had got that far
from Mexico City. Accompanied by his closest advisers and some of his soldiers, Carranza set
out on horseback for the north.

RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). Venustiano Carranza and his men departing from the
presidential train at Aljibes, May 1920. Vintage silver print, 125x175 mm, strong tonality.

300 euros
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). D. Venustiano Carranza, Fco Murguia and others, after the
despercion of all (see the empty trains) on the way to Tlaxcalantongo, May 1920. Vintage
silver print, 125x175 mm, pencil annotations, verso: «D. Venustiano Carranza, Fco Murguia
y otros, despues de la despercion de todos (vease los trenes vacios) en camino a
Tlaxcalantongo , Foto R Sosa». 300 euros
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). The Trains With the Mexican Gold Emptied at Aljibes,
May1920. Vintage silver print, 125x175 mm, strong tonality.

250 euros
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). President Venustiano Carranza Crossing a Bridge, May 1920.
Vintage silver print, 125x175 mm, strong tonality. 100 euros
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). President Carranza with The Last Loyal Men, May 1920.
Vintage silver print, 125x175 mm, strong tonality. 100 euros

«Durante la Revolución mexicana, un hecho histórico se dio en Apizaco: el 8 de mayo
de 1920 un convoy de civiles y militares se detuvo en Apizaco, descendiendo el Presidente
Venustiano Carranza quien -junto con varios generales- pasó revista a cerca de 3.012
hombres leales. El convoy había salido de la Ciudad de México y pretendía llegar al puerto
de Veracruz, días más tarde el Presidente Carranza fue asesinado en San Antonio
Tlaxcalantongo, Puebla por fuerzas del general Rodolfo Herrero.»
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). Decisive Moment of the Mexican Revolution, Carranza,
Murguia, Perez and others, Apizaco, 8 May 1920. Vintage silver print, 125x175 mm,
publisher’s retouching recto, pencil annotations, verso.

400 euros

During the Mexican Revolution, a historic event took place in Apizaco: the May 8, 1920
a convoy of civilian and military stopped in Apizaco, descending the President Venustiano
Carranza along with several generals who mustered about 3,012 men loyal . The convoy
had left Mexico City and sought to reach the port of Veracruz, days later President
Carranza was assassinated in San Antonio Tlaxcalantongo, Puebla by forces of General
Rodolfo Herrero
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). Decisive Moment of the Mexican Revolution, 1920. Vintage
silver print, 125x175 mm, strong tonality.

800 euros
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). Spectators of a Decisive Moment of the Mexican Revolution,
1920. Vintage silver print, 125x175 mm, strong tonality. 100 euros
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). The Last Residence of Joaquin Casasús, Mexico, 19 September
1920. Vintage silver print, 125x175 mm, annotations pencil, verso: «La Ultima Morada»,
strong tonality. 

600 euros

«Doña Catalina viaje a Nueva York para disponer que los restos de su marido fueran
trasladados a la ciudad de Mex́ico. Adquirio ̂con ese fin un feŕetro de caoba con agarraderas
de plata. En Laredo, donde llegaron, Manuel Sierra los esperaba con un carro de ferrocarril
que puso a su disposición Adolfo de la Huerta. A las seis y media de la mañana del 19 de
septiembre 1920, un domingo, arribaron al andeń de la estación de Buenavista.» (Teller Diaz)
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RAFAEL SOSA (active 1920s). The Revolution is over, Mexico, 19 September 1920. Vintage
silver print, 125x175 mm, strong tonality.

200 euros



«El antiguo reǵimen — o como alguna vez le oí llamar con pintoresca palabra, el
Porfiriato — venía dando síntomas de caducidad y habia durado más allá de lo 

que la naturaleza parecia consentir.» (The old regime — or as I ever heard him being
called with some picturesque word, the Porfiriato — had been showing signs of aging

and had lasted beyond what nature seemed to acquiesce, Alfonso Reyes)

Number Thirty-Eight of the Weekly Transmission has been 
uploaded on Thursday 22nd September 2016 at 15:15 (Paris time). 

Forthcoming uploads and transmissions on Thursdays :  
Thursday 29th September , Thursday 6th October, Thursday 13th October, 15:15 (Paris time).

serge@plantureux.fr     fax +33153016870      www.plantureux.fr
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